THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF SAINT MARY
Parish Office
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617
PHONE: (315) 386-2543 • FAX: (315) 386-8870
www.cantoncatholics.com • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
St. Mary’s School
2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com
Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting.
Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.
Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary.
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner.
Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly.
*** New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory at any time. ***

Our Sacred Purpose:

Christ-led,
Christ-fed,
and Hope-filled
The Diocese of Ogdensburg joyfully
invites the people of the North Country
to the journey of faith
through the proclamation of the Gospel,
the celebration of the Eucharist and
the Sacraments,
and the loving service of neighbor.

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com
March 25, 2018
Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491
Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Campus Ministry • conklina@canton.edu or aconklin@stlawu.edu
Ms. Jamie J. Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com
Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator: (518) 483-3261 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
Mrs. Michele A. Meyers, Principal • smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com
Mrs. Terry M. Feuka, Administrative Assistant • cantoncatholics@gmail.com
Gabriel Project • (315)244-8232 • Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836 • Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650
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Pastor’s Corner
Pop quiz: what is the name of our chapel? Ever
since the addition of the image over the
tabernacle when Father Timothy Canaan was
pastor, it is officially “The Divine Mercy
Chapel” (although many of us simply call it “the chapel”). Of course it was
named for Jesus’ Divine Mercy—which is also the name of the
image that we see elsewhere on this page. In honor of the
Divine Mercy and in preparation for the feast by the same name
(the Sunday after Easter Sunday), we are invited to join in the
Divine Mercy Novena. It simply consists of praying a chaplet of
Divine Mercy for the specific intention listed below. If you don’t
know how to pray the chaplet, make sure to grab one of the
little holy cards with the image of Jesus on your way out of
church today. It’s a simple prayer (It takes only about 5
minutes) with profound effects. I offer one every day for you,
the people of the parish!
We got to experience this Mercy in splendid fashion when many
of you joined the priests who were with last week for our Day of
Adoration and Confessions. If you weren’t able to do so, there’s
still time. As always, confessions will be heard Tuesday after
the 5:10 Mass. We’ll also offer confessions on Friday afternoon
after the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion.
Of course, this is the Holiest Week of the Church year. Make it a
priority to attend at least one of the liturgies of the Holy
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, or the Easter Vigil).
If possible, come to all three. You won’t regret it.
Finally, at the time of printing, we were still in need of more
people to help with the liturgies. Please sign up at the doors of
the church. Thank you.
—Fr. Bryan Stitt

Did you remember yours?
There are still some available at the doors, if you
haven’t gotten one yet. It’s never too late to start.

2018 Easter Candles
I would like a candle to burn during the Easter
Octave (8 days) at St. Mary’s for the
following person or intention:
___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
(Please Print Clearly)
Please indicate if person is living or deceased
_________Living

________Deceased
Name of Donor

_________________________________________________
Please return this form and a $15 offering to the Rectory by
TOMORROW. March 26th 10:00am Thank you!

The Diocese of Ogdensburg seeks a new
Communications Director.
The Communications Director assists the Bishop in
advancing the mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg through strategic communications and media relations using
print, audio, video and digital media. The Communications Director,
as Newspaper Editor, directs and implements the North Country
Catholic’s mission, editorial content, news operations, product development, and business affairs. The Communication Director oversees and coordinates the digital media currently in use by the Diocese and devises a strategic plan to expand the use of digital media
in the distribution of a unified message. Info on requirements and
applications can be found at the rectory or directly from the Human
Resources office of the Diocese at 315-393-2920

NOVENA TO THE DIVINE MERCY
Friday, March 30—Sunday, April 8

Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine
Mercy (the Sunday after Easter Sunday)
be preceded by a Novena to the Divine
Mercy which would begin on Good Friday. He gave St. Faustina an intention to
pray for on each day of the Novena, saving for the last day the most difficult intention of all, the lukewarm and indifferent of whom He said:
"These souls cause Me more suffering
than any others; it was from such souls
that My soul felt the most revulsion in
the Garden of Olives. It was on their account that I said: 'My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass Me by.' The last hope of salvation for them is to flee to My Mercy."
In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus told her:
"On each day of the novena you will bring to My heart a different
group of souls and you will immerse them in this ocean of My
mercy ... On each day you will beg My Father, on the strength of
My passion, for the graces for these souls."
The different souls prayed for on each day of the novena are:
DAY 1 (Good Friday) All mankind, especially sinners
DAY 2 (Holy Saturday)- The souls of priests and religious
DAY 3 (Easter Sunday) - All devout and faithful souls
DAY 4 (Easter Monday)- Those who do not believe in Jesus and
those who do not yet know Him
DAY 5 (Easter Tuesday) - The souls of separated brethren
DAY 6 (Easter Wednesday)- The meek and humble souls and the
souls of children
DAY 7 (Easter Thursday) - The souls who especially venerate and
glorify Jesus' mercy
DAY 8 (Easter Friday) - The souls who are detained in purgatory;
DAY 9 (Easter Saturday) - The souls who have become lukewarm.
During the Solemn Novena leading to Divine Mercy Sunday,
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy should be offered each day for the
day's intentions.
Small cards with the above image and the prayers of the Divine
Mercy Chaplet can be found at the doors of the church
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Campus Corner
Newman Club weekly meetings:
SLU-Tuesdays at 6pm in room 232
of the Student Center
SUNY Canton-Wednesdays at 6pm in the Fishbowl room of the
Library . Come pray, share, and learn with us!
Rosary Walk for Life/Young Adult Event
April 28th-Albany NY
Join us as we travel to Albany to pray for life at our State Capital.
Following the walk, there will be a large young adult/college pig
roast/get together.
Contact Amanda Conklin for more details at
aconklin@stlawu.edu. or conklina@canton.edu

Reminder:
Good Friday is a day of Fast (one main meal and
no eating between meals) for those ages 18 to59,
And
of Abstinence from meat for those ages 14 and
older.
Even when traveling, please remember these universal regulations.

Principal’s Corner
Calling Volunteers!
St. Mary’s Mini-Classes
Do you have a hobby or special talent you
would be willing to share with the students
at St. Mary’s School? We are organizing our spring offerings of
mini-classes and looking for adults to share their gifts with the
students. Mini-classes are small groups of students who gather
after school to learn a new skill, create a craft or discover something about our world. Led by volunteers, these groups meet
from four to six times, once or twice a week, for one hour. Our
fall line-up included cooking, knitting, Christmas ornaments,
butterflies, creating with fleece and an introduction to personal
safety. We are excitedly looking forward to recruiting volunteers
that will help us in offering some new and different topics. Call
Mrs. Meyers at 315-386-3572 or smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com.

Pastoral Note: During the Easter Triduum
which begins on Holy Thursday and ends on
Easter Sunday, the celebration of Funeral Masses is not permitted. During these holiest days of
the Church’s calendar, funerals may take place
in church, but the liturgy consists only of the
Liturgy of the Word and the Final Commendation. Holy Communion is not distributed on
these days, except at the liturgy of the day or to
shut-ins.

Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in
this time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our
worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and grant us the grace and
strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we place our worries in
your hands. We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that
you restore your servant to health again. Above all, grant us the grace
to acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, you do for
the love of us. Amen.
This day-long conference on Marriage and Family life with
Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak who are renowned for applying timeless Catholic wisdom and cutting-edge psychological insights to
the challenges of marriage, family, and everyday life. Together,
they are the founders of the Pastoral Solutions Institute, an
internationally-recognized Catholic tele-counseling practice
providing over 12,000 hours of counseling services each year to
Catholics around the world.
N.B. This is the same day as our Gala-Auction. But the Conference ends at 3:00pm.

Featured CD of the Week:
First comes loves, then comes marriage ...
then what? If sex is natural, why are we so
eager to make it artificial? In this presentation, Jason Evert presents the case for Natural Family Planning as he unveils the beauty
of God's plan for sexuality. Jason has spoken about chastity to
more than one million people around the world and is the author
or more than a dozen books.

Shirley Ames
John Bessette
Sarah Bogart
Camille Brown
David Butler
Joan Clarke
Jenny Cook
Gordon C. Gladden
Darren Greenwood
Allyn Hudson
Dan Kinsley
Danny Law
Leward and Betty Lucia
Margaret McDonald
Doni Peters
Eric Roach
Anna Marie Sinatra
John Steiger
Natalie teRiele
Brian & Linda Trill

Lori Ashley
Jean Baycura
Keith (Sam) Bisonette
Heather Bodah
Timothy Bogart
Sue Briggs
Donald “Joe” Burnham
Shirley Burns
Peggy Cashman Jana & Jeremy Cassler
Katie Coakley
Steve Connelly
Scarlett Friot
Debbie Gainey
Jeri Gorman
Mike Gorman
Patricia Hayden Ginny & Butch Hotzler
Garrett Hughes
Eugenia Jusiak
Barbara Kelly
Irene Krenceski
Shirley LaMendola
Chubby LeRoux
Laura Lombard
Arlene Maroney
Paul Marsh
Stephanie McKeel
Barbara Moritz
Nolan Joe Redmand
Joel Rivera
Barbara Roeser
Judy Ruddy
Matilda Mary Smith
Desiree Smithers
Karen Stever
Mike Stull, Sr
Ethel Thomas
Dorie Thompson
Lynn Watson
Jeffrey White

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for:

A Special Intention
If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one
or for your intention, please contact the Rectory.

March 24 and March 25 2018
Sat. 5:00 pm
Lectors:
Eucharist:
Altar Servers:
Greeters:
Sun. 9:00 am
Lectors:
Eucharist:
Altar Servers:
Greeter:

Lisa Guccione & Carolyn Shelmidine
Freda Michaud, Brenda Sanderson, Anne Ryan
Ruud, Nancy Layhee
(need)
Mary Thivierge
Maureen Howard & Keith Zimmerman
Pam Neal, Joan Hyde, Marion Larson,
Cheryl Curry
Gavin Thompson
Helen Dominy

March 29 thru April 1 2018
Please see Sign-Up Sheets in the Back of
Church

Due to the Holy Week printing schedule, the collections totals are not available for publication. They will be announced
in the next bulletin.
Thank you for your support and generosity each and every week!
Please continue to remember how important your weekly offering is
to the life of our parish!
Are you gluten-intolerant or do you have
Celiac Disease? We offer low-gluten hosts
at all Masses. Present yourself to receive
Communion from the celebrant and indicate that you need a low-gluten host.
Readings for Sunday March 25:
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17
-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39
Readings for Sunday April 1:
Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:17or Lk 24:13-35

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE

Monday, March 26:
8:10 am Mass

Monday of Holy Week
Jamie Radway by His Family

Tuesday, March 27:
4:00 pm
5:10 pm Mass
5:40 pm
6:30 pm

Tuesday of Holy Week
Holy Hour for Vocations .
Don Wilson by Marla Yudin
Confessions
Scripture Study

Wednesday, March 28: Wednesday of Holy Week
8:10 am Mass
For the People of the Parish

Thursday, March 29:
4:45 pm
7:00 pm Mass
8:30pm—11:00 pm
Friday, March 30:
12:10 pm
1:30 pm—3:00 pm
5:10 pm

Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Rosary for Life
Francis Barkley by the Family
Prayers in the Garden (Night Watch)
Friday of the Passion of the Lord
(Good Friday)
Passion Service
Confessions
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 31:
Holy Saturday
No morning or 5:00 pm Mass
No confessions on Holy Saturday
Vigil: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 pm Mass
Pauline Proulx by Her Family
Sunday, April 1:
9:00 am Mass
After 9am Mass
11:15 am Mass

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of
the Lord
For the People of the Parish
Easter Egg Hunt
Mike Maroney by Lita & Family

Easter Dinner Volunteers Wanted
Preparing Easter Ham Dinners on Sat. March 31 at 9am. Drivers
needed to deliver the dinners on Sunday April 1 at 10:45am.
Sign up sheets are in !
the back of church.
Thank You
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Opportunity for Confession
St. Mary’s (Potsdam):
Good Friday 12 noon-1pm & 2-2:50pm
St. Patrick’s (Colton):
Good Friday 6-7 pm
St. Mary’s (Waddington): Good Friday 1-2:30pm
St. John’s (Madrid):
Holy Thursday 8:30-9:30pm
St. Mary’s Cathedral/Notre Dame (Ogdensburg):
Sunday, March 25: Penance Service
1 pm in the Cathedral
Good Friday 4:15pm until all are heard.

Here at St. Mary’s in Canton
Tuesday March 27 5:40pm
Good Friday 1:30pm-3:00pm
There are no Confessions on Holy Saturday

Walking Stations of
the Cross
Good Friday-March
30th
5pm-Gunnison Chapel

Week of March 17 & 18
2017
2018
Envelopes
$5,893.00
$6,124.00
Plate
$806.55
$632.00
North Country Catholic
$158.00
$27.00
Easter Candle
$225.00
Holy Land
$10.00
Adopt-a-Student
$35.00
$100.00
Catholic Relief Services
$100.00
Easter Flowers
$922.00
St. Joseph’s Home Appeal
$55.00
Children’s Envelopes
25¢
Total
$6,892.65
$8,195.25
Thank you for your support and generosity each and every week!
Please continue to remember how important your weekly offering
is to the life of our parish!

These are last week’s donation totals. Disregard the note
elsewhere in the bulletin.

Irishman/Irishwoman of
the Year Award for 2018

Join us for an annual Newman tradition as we walk through Canton praying the Stations of the Cross, ending at St. Mary's
Church with a light soup supper. We will meet outside Gunnison
Chapel at 5pm and walk together, stopping periodically to pray.
Prayer books will be provided. All are welcome!

Walter Christy and Irene Krenceski

The Corporal Works of Mercy

Congratulations from the Knights of Columbus!

The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teachings of Jesus
and give us a model for how we should treat all others, as if they
were Christ in disguise. They "are charitable actions by which we
help our neighbors in their bodily needs" They respond to the
basic needs of humanity as we journey together through this life.
Feed the Hungry Having delicious food at Thanksgiving or
Christmas dinner? Donate to a Thanksgiving or Christmas food
drive so everyone can have something to eat
Give Drink to the Thirsty Make an effort not to waste water.
Remembering to turn off the water faucet when you are brushing
your teeth or washing dishes can help, especially in regions
suffering from drought.
Shelter the Homeless Donate time or money to organizations
that build homes for those who need shelter.
Visit the Sick Next time you make a meal that can be easily
frozen, make a double batch and give it to a family in your parish
who has a sick loved one.
Visit the Prisoners Volunteer to help out or donate to charities
that give Christmas presents to children whose parents are in
prison.
Bury the Dead Spend time planning your own funeral mass,
read through the Order of Christian Funerals and find our hope in
the Resurrection.
Give Alms to the Poor Skip the morning latte and put that money in the collection basket at church.

goes to

Can you spare an hour or two?
Help is needed to decorate the Church during Holy Week
We will be setting up on Holy Thursday at 8:30 am and on
Holy Saturday at 8:30 am.

Are you pregnant
and in need of help?
Call the local hotline:
(315)244-8232
Easter Dinner
Are you a shut-in or
know of a shut-in who
would like a meal
delivered on Easter?
Call (315) 8544253
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What is Holy Week?
Holy Week is the highpoint of the liturgical year. It is a spiritual and sacramental entering into the last few days of Christ’s life here on
earth and His glorious Resurrection. I invite you to use your sacramental imagination to bring to life the death and resurrection of the
Lord in your heart. Allow the liturgy of the Church to transform you.

What are Morning Prayer and the Liturgy of the Hours?
The Church asks that Morning Prayer be celebrated publicly during the Triduum (Holy Thursday- Holy Saturday). These gatherings
will involve a simple hymn, the recitation of some psalms, readings and petitions. The common praying of these texts is a wonderful
way to begin each day. Priests and religious are required to pray this form of prayer every day, during these sacred days the entire
Church is encouraged to unite in these prayers. They will be prayed each morning at 8:10am.

What happens on Holy Thursday?
This night we celebrate the institution of two sacraments: the Eucharist and the Priesthood. It was in the upper room that our Lord
gave us these gifts. We see this occur through the readings that are read and through sacramental signs. At the Mass the priest washes the feet of his parishioners. The priesthood is intended to be a sacrament of service. The sacrament of the Eucharist will also be
celebrated with great solemnity in honor of its institution. Note that as you enter Church the tabernacle is open and empty; historically and liturgically our Lord has not yet given Himself to us under the appearance of bread and wine- that is what we recall on this
sacred night. After the distribution of Holy Communion the Mass will take a shift. In Scripture we read that after our Lord celebrated
the last supper in the upper room, he and the disciples sang some hymns and went to the garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:16). We
will do the same. As soon as the sacrificial meal of the Eucharist is over, we will sing a hymn and depart from the church and go to the
Chapel, which will be our symbolic Garden of Gethsemane. It was in that garden that Christ remained in prayer until his arrest by the
Temple Guard around midnight. Our “garden” will remain open until 11:00pm for prayer with Night Prayer being prayed in common
at 10:45. Then, just as our Lord was taken away, so will the Blessed Sacrament. The church will be stripped of all candles, altar cloths,
and flowers as it mourns the arrest and soon death of our savior. The bells of the church will not ring again until the Easter Vigil and a
wooden clacker will be used in their place.

What happens on Good Friday?
This day of fasting and abstinence is the only day of the liturgical year that there is no Mass celebrated. As one enters the church one
will realize it seems barren and that the tabernacle door is open and empty. The service will begin in silence. The priest and ministers
will enter the church and fall prostrate in front of the altar. All kneel in reverence and mourning of our Lord’s death. The Liturgy of the
Word will include a solemn reading of the Passion according to St. John. After the ancient prayers of petition, the moving veneration
of the cross will take place. This pious act allows every person the opportunity the come forward and kiss or touch the Cross that
brought us salvation. After the veneration, the altar is prepared for Holy Communion. The Blessed Sacrament is brought back into
the church and Holy Communion is distributed. After the altar is cleared, the Blessed Sacrament is once again removed from the
church and the service is concluded in silence.

What happens on Holy Saturday?
This is the “mother” of all liturgical celebrations. Our Lord has given us the Eucharist and the Priesthood on Holy Thursday, He gave
us His Body and Blood on Good Friday by dying on the cross, and now on Holy Saturday, He is asleep in the darkness of the tomb; but
His Resurrection will shatter the darkness of the night. The vigil starts late in the evening, when it is dark. We will, weather permitting; begin the vigil outside with a large fire. The fire is a symbol of Christ’s light, the resurrection, shattering the darkness. The paschal candle, a symbol of Christ, will be lit and carried in procession, then every baptized person will be given a candle and they will all
be lit. The procession will eventually make its way into the church for the chanting of an ancient hymn that proclaims the coming of
salvation in Christ Jesus. After the hymn, there are four readings from the Old Testament. This may seem like a lot, and it is, but it is
the history of our eternal salvation. Come ready and expecting to listen, reflect and enjoy hearing God’s plan for us. After the readings we sing the Gloria and all the candles in the church are lit. Mass continues with a reading from the New Testament and the Gospel about the resurrection. The Mass now focuses on those preparing to enter the church. You will get to see Francesca Medina, a
local college student, Baptized and Confirmed. However, all of us will renew our baptismal promises and be sprinkled with newly
blessed Holy Water. After these rites, we will enter into the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Francesca will make her First Holy Communion
on this holy night. And then the Mass will conclude with the Easter Alleluia.
These sacred days are a time of great prayer, sacrament, meditation and drama.

Please come and enter into these sacred mysteries.

